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Why Organize?

“If you don’t organize, you’re going to get run over.” This was the advice
given to fishermen by Mark Gold during his tenure as Executive Director
of the California Ocean Protection Council. Gold, along with other state
agency leaders, visited Eureka in August 2021 to engage with local
fishermen, including a boat trip to explore Humboldt Bay as a potential
site for offshore wind (OSW) assembly. Karen Douglas from the California
Energy Commission, Kate Hucklebridge, Executive Director of the
California Coastal Commission, and other state officials were there to
explore ways to communicate and coordinate effectively with
Fishermen's Associations regarding the development of offshore wind
projects statewide.

The California Fishermen’s Resiliency Association (CFRA) was purposefully
built to address two main objectives: supporting the long-term resilience
of California’s commercial fleet and coastal fishing communities and
mitigating the impacts of ocean industrialization along the California
coast. The ultimate goal is to ensure that California’s fishing communities
remain strong, sustainable, and able to thrive amidst growing ocean
industrialization.

From the establishment of our bylaws to the formation of a network that
now includes 14 port associations from the Oregon border to Ventura (see
https://www.californiafishermensresiliencyassociation.com/), the CFRA
is empowered to represent fishermen’s concerns related to Offshore Wind
(OSW) development. We serve as a vital "Point of Contact” between
government agencies and non-fishing ocean developers. As the legal
entity representing the fishermen’s interests, CFRA is uniquely positioned
to negotiate industry-to-industry agreements that can prevent, minimize,
and financially mitigate the negative impacts of ocean industrialization
on California’s fishing communities.

The CFRA’s bylaws (link) ensure that the long-term administration of
these industry-to-industry agreements is managed by local fishermen who
live and work in the impacted areas.

Will this approach be effective? The 14 California commercial fishermen’s
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associations that are CFRA members believe it’s worth trying.
Furthermore, the State of California, through the Ocean Protection
Council, has committed funding to CFRA for the next five years—a near
$500,000 investment in the future of our coastal communities and
industries.

And we all know what doesn't work: not showing up and not speaking out.

State leaders Mark Gold, Karen Douglas, David Hochschild &
Kate Huckelbridge with CFRA's Ken Bates in 2021

Dates & Events

https://www.californiafishermensresiliencyassociation.com/so/0fPHC3T90?languageTag=en 3/11



12/15/25, 11:21 AM February CFRA Newsletter

The Bureau of Ocean Energy Management (BOEM) public comment
period for the California offshore wind leases that have been granted
ends on February 12. While BOEM has something of a reputation as a
black hole for public input, the agency is legally required to respond to
comments in writing after the period closes. You can register to attend a
virtual public meeting and find other ways to provide your input here:
https://www.boem.gov/renewable-energy/state-activities/california-
offshore-wind-programmatic-environmental-impact

The California Ports and Offshore Wind Symposium will be held on Feb.
21, 2025 in Long Beach. Live streaming registration and details can be
found here: https://polb.com/environment/california-ports-and-
offshore-wind-symposium/#california-ports-and-offshore-wind-symposium

This Month's Pretty Photo
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Do you know this California anchorage?
(Last issue's pretty photo was of Stillwater Cove in Carmel Bay.)
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Noteworthy articles

Every day, there's some sort of development related to offshore wind or
other potential industrial uses of fishing grounds. We're providing links to
some of the noteworthy coverage below.

As the last group of articles indicates, Donald Trump's election will slow
or stop some and perhaps many, projects, leases that are already
awarded (as those off Morro Bay and Humboldt Bay are) and the long-
term industrialization of fishing grounds is likely to continue.

It's a lot. Maybe pace yourself.

Environmental Impacts

Recently released BOEM environmental impact document allows that
there will be impacts to Morro Bay, but mostly like temporary (KSBY)
https://www.ksby.com/morro-bay/boem-releases-potential-impacts-
from-offshore-wind-farm-in-draft-environmental-impact-statement

The U.S. Wind Turbine Database contains more than 74,695 wind turbines
built since 1980, spread between 1,699 wind power projects in 45 states.
(Forbes)

https://search.app/8Xb5YFYsmTAAQw1Z6

More impacts from turbine blades (Wind Concerns)
https://www.windconcerns.com/toxic-blade-time-bomb/

Loud noise harassment of marine mammals by OSW projects (Watts Up
With That?)
https://wattsupwiththat.com/2024/12/12/capping-marine-mammal-
harassment-constrains-offshore-wind/

New Federal Report: Offshore Wind Farm Construction Can Harm Whales,
Birds, Fisheries (Fisherynation.com)
https://fisherynation.com/archives/132770

Issues Related to Fishing/Coastal Communities

Greying of fishing fleet (National Fisherman)
https://www.nationalfisherman.com/building-the-next-generation-of-
commercial-fishermen?
utm_source=marketo&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=newsletter&ut
m_content=newsletter&mkt_tok=NzU2LUZXSiOWNiEAAAGXMi5gYChZomuU
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h2jcmM5xdfYGOo6RMpctOePBvyGVC-
c10lpKK7izYpxw2M3Lx2bMoRwdkd8iB2I6pZc__UiU7a3fHjP5yxhzIRQZQMokz
TJtokCyfA

Could offshore wind plan hurt scallop fishermen? New Bedford official has
‘grave concerns' (South Coast Today)
https://www.southcoasttoday.com/story/news/2024/10/28/new-
bedford-port-official-wind-energy-zone-to-hurt-scallop-
fishermen/75824160007/

Why are we so fixated on offshore wind? - New England regional
perspective (CommonWealth Beacon)
https://commonwealthbeacon.org/opinion/why-are-we-so-fixated-on-
offshore-wind/

Coverage of Trump Administration/OSW

Now President, Trump acts on wind power (NY Times)
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/01/21/climate/wind-power-executive-
order-trump.html?
campaign_id=54&emc=edit_clim_20250123&instance_id=145587&nl=clima

te-
forward&regi_id=140701384&segment_id=189092&user_id=1b373da0b5fc3
411fec2694bb653f166

What does Trump's executive order mean for existing projects?
(CalMatters) https://calmatters.org/environment/2025/01/trump-order-
ban-offshore-wind-california/

Interview with Humboldt Bay Harbor District on OSW future under Trump
(Lost Coast Outpost) https://lostcoastoutpost.com/2025/jan/10/whats-
next-offshore-wind/

With Trump, New Bedford's fishermen hope for better times (WBUR)
https://www.wbur.org/news/2024/12/02/trump-massachusetts-new-
bedford-fishermen
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New Bedford OSW Lay Down Facility

Meet CFRA treasurer and
fisherman Laura Miller
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Laura Miller fishes out of Noyo harbor. She began
her career in commercial fishing in 2002 as a sea
urchin tender for Rich Holmes on the F/V
Oviraptor, where her skills and work ethic earned
her the nickname “Shredder.” The two are business
partners to this day and invested in a salmon
troller, the F/V Animal Fair, in 2003.

Laura and Rich developed their approach to self-
marketing salmon culminating in the website
www.salmonluni.com. Their commitment to quality
and efficiency has culminated with a strong local
following. Using their system, most salmon are sold
before the Animal Fair reaches the harbor. While
they’re happiest fishing for chinook salmon, Laura
and Rich have participated in a number of fisheries
over the years, including nearshore rockfish,
sablefish, and hagfish.

Laura holds leadership roles with the CFRA as well
as the Salmon Trollers Marketing Association. She
has also participated in the Coastal Salmonid
Monitoring Project in Mendocino County watersheds
as a field technician, helping to collect data on
local wild salmon populations.

When not on the water, Laura creates high-end,
ocean-themed jewelry using salmon skin, curing it,
then setting it in silver with transparent gemstones
or glass. She says, “my immense respect for the
salmon and their amazing journey from the river to
the ocean and back to spawn, their strength and
beauty, inspires me to honor them in this way.” Her
brand is Silver Hook Jewelry. You can find her work
at www.silverhookjewellery.etsy.com.

Laura names a stretch of the Pacific along the Lost
Coast as her favorite spot on the ocean, where she
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says that you can be right near the beach and still
feel far away, with the smell of warm forests
carried on the breeze from the shore.

Most Recent Board Report

All CFRA board reports are published to the CFRA website. Here is the
most recent one, from December.

( Download (PDF) )
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