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Things are beginning to come into sharper focus for 
the fishing industry, and the picture is not very 
nice. After two years and more than 60 meetings 
involving state and federal agencies, offshore wind 
developers, and a small number of fisheries 
representatives, the Coastal Commission process is 
set to conclude in January.
 
The two things fishermen wanted — industry -to-
industry agreements and a seat at the mitigation 
negotiation table - are gone. All of the 
recommendations intended to protect fisheries and 
fishing communities in the Coastal Commission’s 
Statewide Strategy for offshore wind development 
are strictly voluntary guidelines. Our hope is that 
the Coastal Commission converts the “guidelines” 
into enforceable permit conditions if and when 
OSW projects are permitted.
 
While the Trump administration has attempted to 
put a pause on OSW ocean industrialization through 
a presidential memorandum to halt permitting and 
leasing for new OSW wind projects, federal judges 
have found this memorandum “contrary to law”.  
And, the latest transmission from the Bureau of 
Ocean Energy Management (BOEM) is their 
intention to open California’s offshore water to 
new oil and gas leases.
 
If what fishermen see coming into focus with wind 
power is a predictor of the future, offshore oil and 
gas development (oil rigs, supply vessels, pipeline 
corridors, and shoreside infrastructure), fishermen 
will again find themselves and their industry 
without agency and without standing.
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This Month's Pretty Photo

Do you know this spot?
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Noteworthy articles & a request
 
Here's the request first. It has to do with white papers that CFRA 
contractors are writing on the expected impacts of offshore wind on 
California's fishing fleet and the infrastructure needs to support 
commercial fishing in California's ports. If you have thoughts or 
information on these things, please email us at 
californiafishermensresiliency@gmail.com. 
 
Now, recent news...
 
California's offshore wind plans move forward, though more slowly. Here's 
some coverage on that, from the Eureka Times-Standard:
https://www.times-standard.com/2025/11/06/offshore-wind-advocates-
say-theres-now-time-to-do-it-right/
 
Here are several good pieces from the New Bedford Light. 1) an excellent 
update on multiple East Coast OSW projects: 
https://newbedfordlight.org/offshore-wind-tracker-whats-happening-to-
massachusetts-projects/; 2) an update on that Vineyard Wind blade: 
https://newbedfordlight.org/seventeen-months-on-vineyard-wind-blade-
break-investigation-isnt-done/; and, 3) a request by BOEM to reconsider 
the New England 1 project: https://newbedfordlight.org/boem-to-
consider-revoking-new-england-wind-1-approval/.
 
Last, but first in our hearts, friend of the CFRA, commercial fisherman 
Sarah Bates is quoted in this article on the Ocean Protection Council 
Website, on gear retrieval: https://opc.ca.gov/2025/11/opc-funding-
helps-commercial-fishermen-recover-lost-gear-to-protect-whales/

Meet Environmental Scientist, Fisheries Friend and 
General Polymath Dr. Kim Selkoe
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Dr. Kim Selkoe wanted to be a marine biologist 
since she was little. As the Executive Director of 
the Commercial Fishermen of Santa Barbara 
(CFSB), she dedicates her career to promoting 
sustainable fisheries in and around Santa Barbara. 
 
Her passion for marine life began in her childhood 
summers exploring the coasts of Cape Cod and 
Nantucket. Her scientific journey took her from 
studying lobster behavior in Massachusetts to 
researching kelp bass genetics in Southern 
California. Dr. Selkoe’s background includes a Ph.D. 
in marine ecology from UC Santa Barbara.
 
She educated herself on local seafood and became 
a resource for others, starting a sustainable 
seafood restaurant program in 2005 and later 
helped launch Community Seafood, a community-
supported fishery that operated from 2011 to 2015. 
As the leader of CFSB, she revitalized the Santa 
Barbara Fisherman’s Market, improved the vendor 
process, and established a fish fillet station to 
enhance customer experience. She also advocates 
for supportive legislation and organizes public 
events to raise awareness about the importance of 
local seafood.
 
In 2018, Dr. Selkoe partnered with Victoria Voss to 
create Get Hooked Seafood, a subscription service 
that delivers fresh, sustainably caught seafood to 
households across central and Southern California. 
Get Hooked supports over 40 local fishing boats and 
works with schools to introduce kid-friendly 
seafood options. The pair recently founded a new 
business that collaborates with local farms to 
repurpose fish scraps into fertilizer.
Dr. Selkoe’s work extends into research and 
education as a research fellow at UC Santa 
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Barbara’s National Center for Ecological Analysis 
and Synthesis.
 
She says that one thing that sets Santa Barbara 
apart is the diversity of the local fisheries. “Our 
biggest fisheries are doing o.k. We’re a little bit 
disconnected, but we see ourselves as a bright spot 
in California for resilience.” Unlike some areas, 
Santa Barbara has a good number of young 
fishermen coming up. Bottom line: if Santa 
Barbara’s fishing fleet were to decline, that would 
be a bad sign overall.
 
Dr. Selkoe believes the overall health of California’s 
fisheries is strong, with most fish stocks in good 
condition. She advocates for better management of 
water rights and salmon hatcheries and suggests 
looking to Alaska for industry support and seafood 
promotion. She is concerned about the impact of 
petitions for new marine protected areas, which 
could threaten local fisheries. She’s also concerned 
about offshore wind development, which she sees 
as a negative for commercial fishing statewide and 
one that could displace fishing fleets in other 
regions, causing compaction in the waters off Santa 
Barbara.
 
 

Most Recent Board Report

All CFRA board reports are published. Here is the most recent one, for 
the fourth quarter of 2025. 
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