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There is an old saying, reportedly Chinese and 
considered by many to be a curse, that goes “may 
you live in interesting times.” Well, for better or 
worse, we do.
 
In the CFRA’s role in representing California’s 
commercial fishermen in navigating ocean 
industrialization, and most specifically offshore 
wind development, the times are confusing. While 
many fishermen and other coastal residents are 
breathing a temporary sigh of relief brought on by 
the new federal efforts to reassess and slow 
offshore wind power development, I believe 
fishermen do not have the luxury to relax.
 
The State of California continues to bet on offshore 
wind, and representatives claim that the Trump 
efforts are a bump in the road when, in California, 
most of what will be happening in the sector are 
studies and paperwork. And while some wind 
developers themselves have paused, others like 
Vineyard soldier on. To me, that means we must 
continue to do the work.
 
This turns out to be a sort of accidental theme for 
this edition of the newsletter. See Michael Kraft’s 
report on statewide economic development and his 
attendance of a port conference in February as 
well as the articles we’ve collected over the past 
few weeks.

This Month's Pretty Photo
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Do you know this California anchorage? (It's a fancy one. Last issue's 
pretty photo was of Buck Creek just south of Big Flat.)
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Noteworthy articles
 
The Trump administration continues to be a thorn in the side of offshore 
wind developers. Meanwhile, the State of California continues to speak 
and act like a place that seeks to chart its own course. The news of the 
past few weeks reflects this.
 
In part as a result of the federal situation, offshore wind developers have 
initiated signficant layoffs. Coverage of this in Humboldt County can be 
found here: https://lostcoastoutpost.com/2025/mar/11/offshore-wind-
job-cuts/
 
But if we needed a sign that offshore wind is not going away in California, 
there's this: https://kymkemp.com/2025/02/07/new-proposed-law-
seeks-to-ensure-offshore-wind-infrastructure-is-included-in-californias-
five-year-plan/
 
And at the intersection of state and federal regulation, a California 
congressman seeks to reign in the California Coastal Commission. Notably, 
both President Trump and Governor Newsome have spoken to frustrations 
with the agency. There's a legitimate debate to be had, but it's worth 
reminding fishermen that the key work of the 7c Fishermen's Working 
Group is at its core a Coastal Commission project. A briefing on the 
proposed law is here: https://www.sfgate.com/bayarea/article/kevin-
kiley-coastal-commission-act-20213848.php
 
And last but not least, CDFW has released its 2024 Marine Region Report, 
including commercial fishing landings:  
https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?
DocumentID=229396&inline&fbclid=IwY2xjawJM9XNleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABH
c-
D5jRSKMXOld2gNZD0mKou9upqSalg8NklzoBxJwF7paZnM3m2rc_zOg_aem_
Di8kMgoPqUNVY2EuM8BVPA .

12/15/25, 11:21 AM April CFRA Newsletter

https://www.californiafishermensresiliencyassociation.com/so/35PGPL_kY?languageTag=en 4/8

https://californiafishermensresiliencyassociation.com/so/35PGPL_kY/c?w=yQPqYcAa6aY8dMNrEB9S-VzY9IzBw951TxsdVKNbtR4.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly9sb3N0Y29hc3RvdXRwb3N0LmNvbS8yMDI1L21hci8xMS9vZmZzaG9yZS13aW5kLWpvYi1jdXRzLyIsInIiOiIwMDMzOGZiZi0yZGIwLTQxNjEtODRlNS0yN2E2OGE0OGI4MDIiLCJtIjoibHAifQ
https://californiafishermensresiliencyassociation.com/so/35PGPL_kY/c?w=yQPqYcAa6aY8dMNrEB9S-VzY9IzBw951TxsdVKNbtR4.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly9sb3N0Y29hc3RvdXRwb3N0LmNvbS8yMDI1L21hci8xMS9vZmZzaG9yZS13aW5kLWpvYi1jdXRzLyIsInIiOiIwMDMzOGZiZi0yZGIwLTQxNjEtODRlNS0yN2E2OGE0OGI4MDIiLCJtIjoibHAifQ
https://californiafishermensresiliencyassociation.com/so/35PGPL_kY/c?w=zYnV34T4tVWzN5lAEBntw8jD530hDHwP9IeI4FrMXkQ.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly9reW1rZW1wLmNvbS8yMDI1LzAyLzA3L25ldy1wcm9wb3NlZC1sYXctc2Vla3MtdG8tZW5zdXJlLW9mZnNob3JlLXdpbmQtaW5mcmFzdHJ1Y3R1cmUtaXMtaW5jbHVkZWQtaW4tY2FsaWZvcm5pYXMtZml2ZS15ZWFyLXBsYW4vIiwiciI6IjAwMzM4ZmJmLTJkYjAtNDE2MS04NGU1LTI3YTY4YTQ4YjgwMiIsIm0iOiJscCJ9
https://californiafishermensresiliencyassociation.com/so/35PGPL_kY/c?w=zYnV34T4tVWzN5lAEBntw8jD530hDHwP9IeI4FrMXkQ.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly9reW1rZW1wLmNvbS8yMDI1LzAyLzA3L25ldy1wcm9wb3NlZC1sYXctc2Vla3MtdG8tZW5zdXJlLW9mZnNob3JlLXdpbmQtaW5mcmFzdHJ1Y3R1cmUtaXMtaW5jbHVkZWQtaW4tY2FsaWZvcm5pYXMtZml2ZS15ZWFyLXBsYW4vIiwiciI6IjAwMzM4ZmJmLTJkYjAtNDE2MS04NGU1LTI3YTY4YTQ4YjgwMiIsIm0iOiJscCJ9
https://californiafishermensresiliencyassociation.com/so/35PGPL_kY/c?w=zYnV34T4tVWzN5lAEBntw8jD530hDHwP9IeI4FrMXkQ.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly9reW1rZW1wLmNvbS8yMDI1LzAyLzA3L25ldy1wcm9wb3NlZC1sYXctc2Vla3MtdG8tZW5zdXJlLW9mZnNob3JlLXdpbmQtaW5mcmFzdHJ1Y3R1cmUtaXMtaW5jbHVkZWQtaW4tY2FsaWZvcm5pYXMtZml2ZS15ZWFyLXBsYW4vIiwiciI6IjAwMzM4ZmJmLTJkYjAtNDE2MS04NGU1LTI3YTY4YTQ4YjgwMiIsIm0iOiJscCJ9
https://californiafishermensresiliencyassociation.com/so/35PGPL_kY/c?w=b_Jwt-1URcbci9ScmfQsDxAdKJjqqNHyelKrdF_xfE4.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuc2ZnYXRlLmNvbS9iYXlhcmVhL2FydGljbGUva2V2aW4ta2lsZXktY29hc3RhbC1jb21taXNzaW9uLWFjdC0yMDIxMzg0OC5waHAiLCJyIjoiMDAzMzhmYmYtMmRiMC00MTYxLTg0ZTUtMjdhNjhhNDhiODAyIiwibSI6ImxwIn0
https://californiafishermensresiliencyassociation.com/so/35PGPL_kY/c?w=b_Jwt-1URcbci9ScmfQsDxAdKJjqqNHyelKrdF_xfE4.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuc2ZnYXRlLmNvbS9iYXlhcmVhL2FydGljbGUva2V2aW4ta2lsZXktY29hc3RhbC1jb21taXNzaW9uLWFjdC0yMDIxMzg0OC5waHAiLCJyIjoiMDAzMzhmYmYtMmRiMC00MTYxLTg0ZTUtMjdhNjhhNDhiODAyIiwibSI6ImxwIn0
https://californiafishermensresiliencyassociation.com/so/35PGPL_kY/c?w=8Vlj1Oa2GfJ82DLXuQJBZnQRTPiGDy43fquXewHl_6I.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly9ucm0uZGZnLmNhLmdvdi9GaWxlSGFuZGxlci5hc2h4P0RvY3VtZW50SUQ9MjI5Mzk2JmlubGluZSZmYmNsaWQ9SXdZMnhqYXdKTTlYTmxlSFJ1QTJGbGJRSXhNQUFCSGMtRDVqUlNLTVhPbGQyZ05aRDBtS291OXVwcVNhbGc4Tmtsem9CeEp3RjdwYVpuTTNtMnJjX3pPZ19hZW1fRGk4a01nb1BxVU5WWTJFdU04QlZQQSIsInIiOiIwMDMzOGZiZi0yZGIwLTQxNjEtODRlNS0yN2E2OGE0OGI4MDIiLCJtIjoibHAifQ
https://californiafishermensresiliencyassociation.com/so/35PGPL_kY/c?w=8Vlj1Oa2GfJ82DLXuQJBZnQRTPiGDy43fquXewHl_6I.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly9ucm0uZGZnLmNhLmdvdi9GaWxlSGFuZGxlci5hc2h4P0RvY3VtZW50SUQ9MjI5Mzk2JmlubGluZSZmYmNsaWQ9SXdZMnhqYXdKTTlYTmxlSFJ1QTJGbGJRSXhNQUFCSGMtRDVqUlNLTVhPbGQyZ05aRDBtS291OXVwcVNhbGc4Tmtsem9CeEp3RjdwYVpuTTNtMnJjX3pPZ19hZW1fRGk4a01nb1BxVU5WWTJFdU04QlZQQSIsInIiOiIwMDMzOGZiZi0yZGIwLTQxNjEtODRlNS0yN2E2OGE0OGI4MDIiLCJtIjoibHAifQ
https://californiafishermensresiliencyassociation.com/so/35PGPL_kY/c?w=8Vlj1Oa2GfJ82DLXuQJBZnQRTPiGDy43fquXewHl_6I.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly9ucm0uZGZnLmNhLmdvdi9GaWxlSGFuZGxlci5hc2h4P0RvY3VtZW50SUQ9MjI5Mzk2JmlubGluZSZmYmNsaWQ9SXdZMnhqYXdKTTlYTmxlSFJ1QTJGbGJRSXhNQUFCSGMtRDVqUlNLTVhPbGQyZ05aRDBtS291OXVwcVNhbGc4Tmtsem9CeEp3RjdwYVpuTTNtMnJjX3pPZ19hZW1fRGk4a01nb1BxVU5WWTJFdU04QlZQQSIsInIiOiIwMDMzOGZiZi0yZGIwLTQxNjEtODRlNS0yN2E2OGE0OGI4MDIiLCJtIjoibHAifQ
https://californiafishermensresiliencyassociation.com/so/35PGPL_kY/c?w=8Vlj1Oa2GfJ82DLXuQJBZnQRTPiGDy43fquXewHl_6I.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly9ucm0uZGZnLmNhLmdvdi9GaWxlSGFuZGxlci5hc2h4P0RvY3VtZW50SUQ9MjI5Mzk2JmlubGluZSZmYmNsaWQ9SXdZMnhqYXdKTTlYTmxlSFJ1QTJGbGJRSXhNQUFCSGMtRDVqUlNLTVhPbGQyZ05aRDBtS291OXVwcVNhbGc4Tmtsem9CeEp3RjdwYVpuTTNtMnJjX3pPZ19hZW1fRGk4a01nb1BxVU5WWTJFdU04QlZQQSIsInIiOiIwMDMzOGZiZi0yZGIwLTQxNjEtODRlNS0yN2E2OGE0OGI4MDIiLCJtIjoibHAifQ
https://californiafishermensresiliencyassociation.com/so/35PGPL_kY/c?w=8Vlj1Oa2GfJ82DLXuQJBZnQRTPiGDy43fquXewHl_6I.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly9ucm0uZGZnLmNhLmdvdi9GaWxlSGFuZGxlci5hc2h4P0RvY3VtZW50SUQ9MjI5Mzk2JmlubGluZSZmYmNsaWQ9SXdZMnhqYXdKTTlYTmxlSFJ1QTJGbGJRSXhNQUFCSGMtRDVqUlNLTVhPbGQyZ05aRDBtS291OXVwcVNhbGc4Tmtsem9CeEp3RjdwYVpuTTNtMnJjX3pPZ19hZW1fRGk4a01nb1BxVU5WWTJFdU04QlZQQSIsInIiOiIwMDMzOGZiZi0yZGIwLTQxNjEtODRlNS0yN2E2OGE0OGI4MDIiLCJtIjoibHAifQ


Michael Kraft on California's OSW Plans

I attended a port-related offshore wind symposium 
a few weeks ago by videoconference. Presenters 
included the Lieutenant Governor, several port 
executives and commissioners, labor folks, a US 
senator from the east coast and environmentalists.
 
It’s apparent, for several reasons, that offshore 
wind is still alive and kicking in California. First, 
state representatives made it clear that they would 
not allow the Trump administration to dictate the 
state’s plans. Second, offshore wind developments 
would occur over decades, while presidential 
administrations come in 4-year chunks. Most of the 
key things are planned for post-2028. One 
commissioner stated, “nothing the feds can throw 
at us will stop us.”
 
I also work a lot in economic development, and I 
can report that this aligns with what I'm seeing in 
the wider arena of California's economic plans. For 
a sample, see the fresh-off-the-presses graphic 
below of the industries on which the state plans to 
"bet," their term for emerging industries to invest 
in.
 
Back at the conference, the panels included port 
officials, labor representatives and environmental 
justice advocates. (Wind developers were 
represented in the room, but were not presenters 
on this day.) Several things were clear… (To read 
on, press the button below.)

Download the
rest of the port

conference
report (PDF)
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Meet CFRA advisor & fishermens' friend Steve 

Scheiblauer
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Steve Scheiblauer had a long career as a 
harbormaster, serving both in Monterey and in 
Santa Cruz, where he first got to know commercial 
fishermen and learn about what they needed in a 
working harbor. “The commercial fishermen were 
good, hard working family guys,” he said. “I 
wanted to support them.”
 
Steve may be the only person in the state to win 
awards both as a harbormaster and as a lifeguard.
 
Now the principal of Marine Alliances Consulting, 
Steve continues that work and serves on several 
boards. He is a regular presence in CFRA meetings 
and was also a co-founder of the Alliance of 
Communities for Sustainable Fisheries. He serves 
on the 7c Working Group, the body that is charged 
with negotiating industry-to-industry agreements 
between wind developers and California's 
commercial fishermen & tribes in a way “that 
prioritizes fisheries productivity, viability, and long-
term resilience." Steve says that California’s 
commercial fishermen need to continue to engage 
on offshore wind matters. “Given Trump’s 
executive order, there’s a false sense of security, 
particularly in California, where the state still has 
super-ambitious plans. At best, I see President 
Trump’s order as a pause.”
 
When not working, Steve is a lifelong swimmer who 
typically swims several miles a week. He spends 
time with family at a place in Dillon, Montana and 
is an avid reader of a wide range of material.
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Most Recent Board Report

All CFRA board reports are published to the CFRA website. Here is the 
most recent one, for the first quarter of 2025. 
 

Download (PDF)
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